
Senior AP English Language and Composition 
Course Expectations for Fall 2014 

 

Really Important Information 

 
Ms. Register 

Room 301 

Sara.register@cobbk12.org 

http://regworldlit.wordpress.com 

 

Course Description 

 
1. The reading in the course is predominantly, though not entirely, non-fiction (biography, essays, 

speeches, history, etc.). 

2. You will learn and practice reading skills which will help you in college, the same skills you will 

need for the AP English Language test which will take May 13
th

, 2015. The class will include 

practice in reading and explication of expository material. 

3. You will write papers of analysis; however, the papers will analyze concepts and rhetorical 

strategies instead of the customary literary elements. 

4. Most of the in-class writing which we complete during the semester will be ~40-minute Timed 

Writings. We will write a timed essay every fortnight on Tuesday; however, I reserve the right to 

move the timed writing day to any other day of the week that I want. 

5. The final exam will be a previously administered A.P. Language test. (~55 multiple-choice 

questions, two 40-minute essays, and one 55 minute synthesis essay). 

 

Objectives of the Course      
 

1. Students will learn to sustain discussions of topics and frame cogent arguments in debates. 

2. Students will learn to independently summarize, analyze, and interpret the reading material 

which they encounter and then express their responses in expository writing. 

3. Students will learn to research a controversial issue and produce a documented paper. 

4. Students will master the writing process and develop the knowledge and strategies needed for 

editing their own work.   

5. Students will learn to frame a clear and significant thesis statement, choose appropriate means 

for its development, and use effective diction, varied sentence structure, and correct grammatical 

form.  

6. Students will gain familiarity with the types of questions and expectations for answers on the AP 

Language and Composition Exam. 

7. Students will learn to produce strong essays under time constraints. 

 

Summer Reading 
 
Book 1: Brave New World by Aldous Huxley.  
Book 2: Amusing Ourselves to Death: Public Discourse in the Age of Show Business by 
Neil Postman.  
Book 3: Best American Essays 2013 edited by Cheryl Strayed & Robert Atwan (series 
editor). Read the following: “Foreword” by Robert Atwan, “Introduction” by Cheryl Strayed, “Free 
Rent at the Totalitarian Hotel” by Poe Ballantine, “Night” by Alice Munro, and “Sometimes a Romantic 
Notion” by Richard Schmitt 
 



We will discuss these books in the following order: Best American Essays 2013(selections), Brave New 

World, and Amusing Ourselves to Death. Have your SOAPSTone sheets for the “Foreword” and the 

“Introduction” tomorrow to use for discussion. 

 

Textbooks 
Patterns for College Writing (Bedford/ St. Martins) 

Vocab Book (Prestwick House) 

  

Books for Study 
Henry IV, Part 2 by William Shakespeare 

In Cold Blood by Truman Capote 

The Overachievers by Alexandra Robbins  

 

Make-Up Work 
Please e-mail me any day you are absent.  If you miss a quiz, timed-writing, or test, it is your 

responsibility to see me to make it up. The only day that I am available before school is Wednesday, 

otherwise I am here after school.  You do not need to make an appointment to make up work; just report 

to my classroom. I will not track you down for makeup work. 

 

Late Work 
Daily Assignments (homework, etc.) will not be accepted late. 

 

Major Papers will be accepted, but 20 points will be deducted for each day the paper is late.  If you are 

absent on the day that a major paper is due, e-mail the paper to me, or it will be counted as late.   

 

Student Conduct 
You are expected to behave in a mature and appropriate manner throughout the semester.  Misbehavior 

will not be tolerated.  Office referrals will be assigned for any of the following behaviors: repeated 

tardies, failure to work appropriately during the period, disrespect to the teacher or other students 

(including during class discussions), sleeping and other types of off-task behavior.   

 

Special Note:  

Because an important part of our class time will be spent in discussions about books and articles which 

we read and papers which we write, sometimes over controversial issues, it is imperative for students to 

show respect and to exhibit proper behavior at all times.  If a student’s behavior towards the teacher or 

other students is condescending, unkind, intimidating, or rude, he or she will be removed from the 

classroom. A disciplinary referral to the office may also be submitted. 

 

Grading Percentages 
 

35% Writing (Essays, Timed Writings, Journals, etc.) 

35% Reading, Listening, Speaking (Book Tests, Presentations, Practice MC, etc.) 

10% Vocabulary (self-explanatory) 

20% Final Exam 

 


