
 

 

 

 

 
World Literature  

 

Course Expectations and 

Syllabus 
 

Ms. Register Fall 2014 
 
Senior World Literature is a year-long required course designed to help students deepen understanding of literary 
works from around the world by relating them to their contemporary contexts or historical backgrounds, as well as 
to works from other time periods.  In addition, students will employ a variety of writing genres to demonstrate a 
comprehensive grasp of significant ideas in sophisticated literary works.   

 
College Preparatory students are and will become 
 Critical readers who . . .   
  Read actively by taking notes, asking questions, and looking for significant themes 

Understand genres and the writer’s craft by recognizing the function of terms and techniques 
Bring knowledge to a text about the author, time period, and cultural/social issues that affect it 

 Critical/Creative writers who . . .  
  Understand and use standard written English correctly, articulately, and artfully 
  Build and use a college-level vocabulary 
  Write expository, analytical, argumentative, and narrative essays 
  Practice reading, writing, and scoring 
 Fluent speakers who . . .  
  Use appropriate vocabulary for target audience 
  Organize, plan, and deliver formal presentations about literature 
  Discuss insights about literature intelligently in both large and small groups 
 Critical thinkers who . . .  
  Develop and practice critical thinking skills 
  Compare and contrast, synthesize, and analyze literature 
  Reflect upon, comment on, and evaluate literature 
  Make connections from literature to other material (text, media, history, personal experience) 
 

Units of Study 
The major works we will study together are primarily of world significance and have been chosen for their classic 
nature, for the authors’ recognized style, and for the works’ contributions to modern literature.  Keep in mind that 
this course is designed to prepare students for a college freshman course, and students are expected to handle 
sophisticated material with maturity and grace.  Lexile scores are provided when available. 
 

        Fall Semester                     
o “Searching for Self” :  Where in the world will we find wisdom?   

 The Element Ken Robinson (summer assignment) 
o  “Ancient Worlds” (Hebrew, Sumerian, and Persian Literature):  How did ancient storytellers keep 

their pre-civilization audiences spell-bound?   How does religion shape the literature of a culture?  
 Excerpts from the Epic of Gilgamesh (textbook) 
 Selections from ancient Hebrew literature (textbook) 
 The Book of Ruth  (textbook / LEX 950) 
 Selected Psalms  (textbook) 
 Selected excerpts from the Koran, the Rubaiyat, the Rig Veda, and the Bhagavad-Gita,  
 Selections from The Thousand and One Nights (textbook + video “Arabian Nights”) 

o “Sacred Texts and Epic Tales” (Indian Literature):  Why should we read and interpret ancient 
literature texts? How does literature reveal the values of a given culture or time period? 

 Excerpt from Mahabarata “Sibi” 
 “Fisherman and Jinnee” (text) 



 

 

 Poetry of Rumi 
 Siddhartha by Hermann Hesse (parallel novel study / LEX 1010) OR Dharma Bums by 

Kerouac 

o “Wisdom and Insight” (Chinese and Japanese Literature):  Are there universal themes in literature 

that are of interest or concern to all cultures and societies? 
 From the Analects (textbook) + Chinese wisdom literature 
 Individual poets and philosophers:  T’ao Chien, Li Po, Tu Fu 
 Selection of Japanese poetry 
 The Tao of Pooh by Benjamin Hoff  (parallel novel study / LEX 810) 

o College Exploration:  How do I choose a college that is right for ME? 
 Essay:  College Application / Scholarship essays 
 Virtual Tour of Select Colleges 

  

Textbooks 
The following textbook and parallel titles will be used for this World Literature course; students are responsible for 
all damages to texts. 
 

o Prentice Hall’s Literature:  World Masterpieces  ($64.97 replacement cost) 
o The World’s Religions by Huston Smith [PDFs will be on the blog of selected sections] 
o Siddhartha  by Hermann Hesse (available at local libraries and bookstores) OR Dharma Bums by 

Jack Kerouac 
o The Tao of Pooh by Benjamin Hoff (available at local libraries and bookstores) 
o Vocab book [we have a new one this year and I’m not sure about the name]  ($10 student cost) 
o Other texts/excerpts as deemed appropriate for study (with parent approval) 

    

Classroom Guidelines 
1. Follow instructions the FIRST time they are given. 
2. Bring ALL supplies to class EVERY DAY. These include, but are not limited to 

 Notebook paper, loose leaf, LOTS of it!    

 Pen, pencil, &  highlighter 

 English notebook 
Your final exam is cumulative, so keeping a notebook is a necessity! 

 All assigned textbooks/parallels/vocabulary materials required for that day 

 An open mind (Most important!) 
3. Work from bell-to-bell.  
4. Participate in all class discussions and activities. 
5. Only healthy food or drink allowed in the classroom.  Water is always allowed. 
6. Remain AT YOUR DESK until the bell rings; I dismiss you. 
7. Behave in a respectful manner at all times, to every member of this class.   
8. Be courteous and fair; treat others as you would like them to treat you. 
9. Follow all procedures and school policies as outlined in your student handbook. 
10. Listen to all P.A. announcements at the beginning and end of the day.  If announcements are made 

during class time, silence is expected on the part of every student. 
 

Make Up Work 
Because of the intensity and aggressive pace of this course, it is IMPERATIVE that you are in class, ON TIME, 
every day that it is physically possible for you to attend.  When you miss class, not only do you miss work, which 
can almost always be made up, but you also miss important instruction and class discussion, which generally 
cannot be made up. 
 
Please be sure that you understand each of the following points; disregard of any one can lead to loss of all credit 
for assignment. 

1. All make up work for class assignments and homework assignments must be completed within five (5) 
class days from date of return to class.  Some exceptions may apply; discuss special circumstances 
with me.  Together we will devise a plan for making up assignments. 

2. If a student misses a major test for an excused absence, the test MAY be given on the day the student 
returns to class if no new material was covered in the absence.  Students can also expect an alternate 
form of the test. 



 

 

3. If a student is absent on the day that a LONG-RANGE assignment is due, that assignment must be 
delivered to Ms. Register before the end of the class period that it is due.  This expectation applies 
particularly to research papers and lengthy, out-of-class essays or projects. 

4. No make up work may be completed during class time.  Students must make arrangements to 
complete make up quizzes and tests during AO, after school, or before school – not during your class 
or another period.  I arrive on campus by 7:45 a.m. every day and can stay after school until 4:00 p.m. 
or later with if you make arrangements with me. 

5. If you are going to be absent for more than one day, you must consult my website to get your 
assignments so that you can be as caught up as possible when you return to school. 

 

Evaluation Procedures 
 
 25% Reading Literature/Reading Comprehension (includes summative assessments on literature units) 

35% Writing (includes Research Project and essay assignments) 
10% Listening/Speaking (includes performance assessments that require listening, speaking, and 

viewing) 
10% Language/Vocabulary (includes weekly vocabulary and allusions quizzes, plus quizzes over 

conventions in writing) 
  5% Practice quizzes / Common Formative Assessments  
15% Comprehensive/Cumulative Final Exam 
 

Parallel Readings  (3 required per semester) 
 Please refer to separate handout with rationales for all assigned readings. 
 

Contact Information 
If you are absent, you should consult my blog.  Access this site via Pope’s web page and the English Department 
or at http://regworldlit.snappages.com. My email is sara.register@cobbk12.org.  I’d prefer, however, that you not 
email me assignments that are due unless you have cleared it with me prior to your absence.  Printing and turning 
in assignments is your responsibility. 
 
I cannot guarantee that emails will be answered at night! Make sure that you don’t send life or death missives which 
need an immediate answer after hours. 
 
 
Parent Involvement 
For the benefit of both student and parent, I expect families to initiate participation in the Cobb County  
Pinnacle grade access program.  Like several metro school districts, Cobb offers Pinnacle, an online program 
that allows parents confidential access to their child’s grades, assignments, and teacher communication.  
Cumulative averages, as well as scores on all individual assignments, are available in this format to parents, and 
thereby to all students.  If you are not currently enrolled in this program, please contact the Technology Office at 
Pope (770.578.7900) to learn how to enroll. 
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