
College Essay Self and Peer Editing Guide 

Instructions: Take each of the suggestions in the list and go through your essay looking to see if you 

need to fix any of these issues. Write any notes to yourself, scratch stuff out, etc. I HIGHLY SUGGEST 

that you get a second set of eyes to look at your essay. If you don’t get a classmate to look at it today 

after you do, PLEASE get a parent/guardian or someone to do it. Have them use this checklist. I got this 

from Essay Hell online so please take a look at that! 

If you want to take a look at this list online, please go here: 

http://www.essayhell.com/2010/10/before-you-push-the-button.html 

Use BYOD to look at that page for further resources! 

 

-Read your prompt (the question) one more time. Often a prompt will ask you to answer more than 

one question, or address several points. Make sure you address or answer them all! 

 

-Did you make your point? (Yes, that’s the same thing as your “main point.”) You should be able to 

state it in a sentence or two. And it should be stated somewhere in your essay as well. If you can’t do 

this, chances are your essay is too broad, and too broad means boring. 

 

-Do you prove the (main) point you are making in your essay? Did you provide examples as “evidence”? 

 

-When you give examples in your essay, or describe something, are you specific? Use details! 

 

-Check for words like “had” and “have” and “would” and “could.” See if you can take them out. 

Example: “I could have ridden all the way to town.” “I rode all the way to town.” Also, check for too 

many “to be” words, such as “I am” or “He was,” etc. (Also, watch out for too many -ings. Change 

them into active verbs as often as possible.) 

 

-See if you can strengthen weak verbs. Instead of “I used the shovel tomake holes in the hard ground.” 

Try “I chipped at the hard ground with my shovel; eventually chiseling holes as big as a kitchen sink.” 

 

-Check for too many adverbs (usually ending in ly, such as “very” and “suddenly”). Take them out, and 

the sentence improves. “I was really upset about the news.” “I was upset about the news.” Also, watch 

foradjective overload. 

 

-If you mess up certain problem words—especially those that spell check misses–check your work 

closely. If you always say “its” instead of “it’s” when it’s possessive, look for those.  Other common 

ones are “there, their and they’re,” and “you’re and your.” 

 

http://www.essayhell.com/2010/10/before-you-push-the-button.html
http://www.essayhell.com/2009/03/dont-od-on-adjectives.html


-To check the flow and tone of your essay, read it out loud. If something sounds awkward, fix it. If you 

need to stop and take a breath because the sentence is so long, break it into two sentences. If a 

sentence or word sounds out of place, too abrupt, too folksy, too formal, adjust it to match the feel of 

your essay. Keep an ear out for the obnoxious Tuxedo Talk or if you come across as snobby or unlikable. 
 

From: http://www.essayhell.com/2012/10/the-ultimate-college-admissions-essay-checklist.html 

Feel free to use BYOD to look at these resources!! 

 

A grabber introduction. No? Try reading THIS POST and THIS POST to see if crafting an anecdote at the 

start will make it more compelling and memorable. 

A twist. No? Try THIS POST to learn what these are and how to find them. 

A universal truth or life lesson. No? There’s a good chance you already have one, but just didn’t 

recognize it yet. Read THIS POST to check yours. 

A snappy title. No? My advice is to include a title if you can think of a clever one. Otherwise, just leave 

it out. Read THIS POST to help think of one. 
 

http://www.essayhell.com/2013/06/no-tuxedo-talk-how-to-find-your-college-app-essay-voice.html
http://www.essayhell.com/2013/08/dont-let-your-privilege-show.html
http://www.essayhell.com/2012/11/want-to-be-likable-heres-how.html
http://www.essayhell.com/2012/10/the-ultimate-college-admissions-essay-checklist.html
http://www.essayhell.com/2012/06/essay-rocket-fuel-how-to-write-an-anecdote.html
http://www.essayhell.com/2010/06/how-to-write-an-anecdote.html
http://www.essayhell.com/2012/06/how-to-find-the-twist-to-your-college-application-essay.html
http://www.essayhell.com/2010/06/do-you-have-a-universal-truth-in-your-essay.html
http://www.essayhell.com/2010/09/should-you-title-your-essays.html

