
Finding Your Element 

 

 
Due  Tuesday 8/26 



This project is based on Bloom’s Taxonomy. 



Directions 

 Carefully cut out 12 circles using the one you have been given 

as a template (if you lose any/all of your circles, go to the blog 

for our class and download the blank template). 

 

 Before completing each of the following steps, be certain to 

observe where the fold lines (the dash/dotted lines on the edges 

of the template circle) are.  
 Do not write or draw the assignments on the outside of these lines.  

 You may fold the edges up at this point to remind you not to write in this area.  

 Do NOT assemble the ball until you have completed writing on all pieces.  

 



What Goes in Circle #1 

First of all, watch this video again: 

 

What if Money Was No Object? 

 

Now, answer this question any way you’d like: 

 

“What makes you itch? What sort of situation would you like? 

What would you like to do if money were no object? How  

would you really enjoy spending your life?” 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=je3rQevW-cw


What Goes in Circle #2 

Knowledge:   

 

CHOOSE and WRITE four of your summer annotations. 

In case you forgot, here’s what we mean by annotations: 

 

I wanted you to underline, or highlight any lines that stand 

out, spark your interest, give you pause, make you question, 

or inspire you.  

 

Be sure to include the page number where each 

annotations can be found in the book. 

 



What Goes in Circle #3 

Comprehension:   

 

DESCRIBE one of the individuals profiled in The Element. 

Include personality characteristics and a description of how 

the individual came to discover their element.  

 

  

 

 



What Goes in Circle #4 

Application: (this circle goes with Circle #3) 

 

DRAW or CREATE a visual that is representative of that 

individual’s story.  You can create a map of where their story 

took place if you’d like, or get more abstract and create a 

visual that attempts to capture that person’s element. 

 

Be sure to include a brief explanation of your visual at the 

bottom of this circle.  

 



What Goes in Circle #5 

Analysis:     

 

DRAW, CREATE, or DESCRIBE that chapter you found to 

be the most compelling. You can do a combination of all 

three of those things if you’d like. Be sure to include at least 

one quote from The Element in your analysis.  

 

 



What Goes in Circle #6 

Analysis: 

 

DRAW, CREATE, or DESCRIBE the things you have a 

natural aptitude for. 

“An aptitude is a natural facility for something. It is an 

intuitive feel or a grasp of what that thing is, how it works, 

and how to use it.” (page 22) 

For example, “Gillian Lynne has a natural feel for dance, 

Matt Groening for telling stories, and Paul Samuelson for 

economics and math.” (page 22) 



What Goes in Circle #7 

Analysis: 

 

DRAW, CREATE, or DESCRIBE the things you have a true 

passion for. 

“Being in  your Element is not only a question of natural 

aptitude. I know many people who are naturally very good 

at something but don’t feel that it’s their life’s calling. Being 

in your Element needs something more—passion. People 

who are in their Element take a deep delight and pleasure 

in what they do.” (page 24) 

 



What Goes in Circle #8 

Analysis: Describe your tribe. It may not be a formal tribe 

but a group that functions in the ways that we discussed. 

How do they inspire and help you raise the bar? What 

support do they provide? 

 

“Finding your tribe offers more than validation and 

interaction, important as both of those are. It provides 

inspiration, and provocation to raise the bar on your own 

achievements.” p118 

 



What Goes in Circle #9 

IMAGINE & CREATE your very own “periodic” ELEMENT. 

 

Don’t know what your Element is yet? No worries. That’s 

where your imagination comes in handy. And besides, “The 

Element is the meeting point between natural aptitude and 

personal passion” (page 21). So, even if you don’t know 

what your Element is right now, you can still imagine what 

that meeting point might look like. 

 

(continue to the next slide for more information) 



What Goes in Circle #9 (continued) 

Concerning the whole “periodic” part of this task, we’re 

asking you to think creatively, and apply the basic 

components of a periodic table element, to YOUR Element. 

 

That being said, you need: 

 Element name  --Symbol Abbreviation 

 Element symbol  --Scientific Name 

 Atomic Number    

 a description of your Element 

 (continue to the next slide for more information) 



What goes in Circle #9 (continued) 
 Here’s a creative example from The Periodic Table of Hip Hop Elements. 

http://www.officialperiodic.com/The_Breakdown.html 



What Goes in Circle #10 

 Connection(s)…Two, to be exact. 

 Connection One = Connect something from The Element 

to something in your own life. How are you going to use 

this information that you have received? What did you 

think about when reading this book? 

 



What Goes in Circle #11 
 

 

Connection Two = Connect something from The Element to 

one of your own personal heroes/mentors/etc. 
 

 

Each connection should be specific. Meaning, there should 

be examples/evidence from both The Element and 

connection in question. 
 

For this task, you can have one big connection, or multiple 

smaller connections. 



What Goes in Circle #12 

Evaluation:   

 

WRITE 3 tweets telling your opinion of the book. Tell why 

you would or would not recommend it to a friend. Be sure  

to make good use of the # 

  

140 characters!! 

 

 



Directions for Completion 

 Decorate the edges at this time. Use the theme from the book 
or make up your own. Your decorations should be on the 
folded edges only. The edges will be folded up on your finished 
project.  

 

 When all steps have been completed and all the edges are 
decorated, glue or staple the circles together. Start with one 
circle and staple to a second circle. On the second circle, 
staple another circle on the far side of the second circle. Be 
sure to always skip one space before stapling the new circle. 
Once you have five circles together, you can close them. Using 
a sixth circle, staple to the bottom of the five circles. Repeat 
the above for the remaining 6 circles. Then place one set of 
circles over the other and staple the edges together.  

 



Samples 



Final Checklist 
1. ____Your Response to “What would you do if money were no object?” 

2. ____4 Summer Annotations      

3. ____Describe an Individual profiled in The Element   

4. ____Picture of the individual’s Element (goes with Circle #3)  

5. ____The Most Compelling Chapter     

6. ____Natural Aptitude(s)    

7. ____Passion   

8. ____Attitude 

9. ____Your Periodic Element (Visual) 

10. ____Your Period Element (Description)  

11. ____Connections   

12. ____Evaluation Tweets     

13. ____Neatness (Attention to Detail)     

14. ____Creativity 

15. ____General Awesomeness     
  

 



How it will be graded… 

 Each panel is worth 8 points [that equals 96, I’m throwing 

4 points on]. 

 8-EXCEEDS basic content requirements. Went above and 

beyond. 

 6- Sloppy or seems halfhearted but meets basic 

requirements. 

 4- Half the work complete  

 2- A quarter of the work is complete. 

 0- where is your panel????? 


