
world lit parallel reading fall 2014 

Parallel #1: The World’s Religions by Huston Smith: “Huston Smith's masterpiece explores the essential elements and teachings of 

the world's predominant faiths, including Hinduism, Buddhism, Confucianism, Taoism, Judaism, Christianity, Islam, and the native traditions of 
Australia, Africa, Oceania, and the Americas. Emphasizing the inner—rather than the institutional—dimension of these religions, Smith devotes 
special attention to Zen and Tibetan Buddhism, Sufism, and the teachings of Jesus. He convincingly conveys the unique appeal and gifts of each of 
the traditions and reveals their hold on the human heart and imagination.”  
*Segments of this book will be provided by pdf on my blog. No need to purchase if you don’t already have it from social studies. This reading will 
provide background into the sacred readings that dominate fall semester and also give an insight into culture. Like I always say, this isn’t Sunday 
school and we don’t aim to convert you, but we do require you to have an explorer’s mind! 

 
Parallel #2: Choose ONE of the following. 

Dharma Bums by Jack Kerouac: “The Dharma Bums was published one year after On the Road made Jack Kerouac a celebrity and a 

spokesperson for the Beat Generation. Sparked by his contagious zest for life, the novel relates the adventures of an ebullient group of Beatnik 
seekers in a freewheeling exploration of Buddhism and the search for Truth. One of the best and most popular of Kerouac's autobiographical 
novels, The Dharma Bums is based on experiences the writer had during the mid-1950s while living in California, after he'd become interested in 
Buddhism's spiritual mode of understanding. One of the book's main characters, Japhy Ryder, is based on the real poet Gary Snyder, who was a 
close friend and whose interest in Buddhism influenced Kerouac. This book is a must-read for any serious Kerouac fan.” 

OR  Siddhartha by Herman Hesse: In the novel, Siddhartha, a young man, leaves his family for a contemplative life, then, restless, discards it 

for one of the flesh. He conceives a son, but bored and sickened by lust and greed, moves on again. Near despair, Siddhartha comes to a river 
where he hears a unique sound. This sound signals the true beginning of his life -- the beginning of suffering, rejection, peace, and, finally, wisdom. 
Siddhartha tells the story of a man in search of mental peace and an understanding of man’s place in existence.  Siddhartha is definitely a different 
world, the world of Buddha and Buddhism. The life of Buddha is fused into the development of the plot, and it determines the character of the 
novel. The language of the novel is meditative, which is appropriate to the character and teachings of Buddha, as Hesse himself thinks that 
"Buddha's sermons are not compendiums of doctrine but on the contrary they are examples of meditations." 

Parallel #3: The Tao of Pooh by Benjamin Hoff: This delightful book by Benjamin Hoff (illustrated by Ernest H. Shepard) is called "The 

Tao of Pooh" (Penguin Books, 1982).  If you are familiar with A. A. Milne's enchanting characters, Winnie-the-Pooh, Piglet, Rabbit, Owl, Eeyore, and 

Tigger, you'll be surprised if you read "The Tao of Pooh" at how easy it is to learn about Taoism. It's also a great deal of fun, which is very Taoist, as 

Taoists are firm believers in joy and laughter.  “The Tao of Pooh” gives an interesting transformation to the classical children story. Benjamin Hoff 

compares the characters, their behavior, and their views on the world to ancient Chinese principals of Taoism.  

 

 

____Like a Buddhist, DETACH HERE [you’ll get that joke later]_______________________________________________ 

Parent/Guardian: Please sign below indicating that you have looked over the parallels and are aware of the requirement to read outside of 

class. You are also agreeing to ask for an alternative BEFORE the unit begins if there is an issue. 

Student: Please sign below indicating that you are aware of what novels you should be in possession of. You are aware that you will be required 

to read outside of class and that you had ample time to get the books in question. 

Detach and return this portion to your teacher. 

________________________________________ (parent/guardian) ___________________________________________ (student) 

 

 

http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/Author=Snyder%2C%20Gary/$%7b0%7d
http://www.google.com/imgres?q=the+world's+religions+huston+smith&safe=active&hl=en&biw=1600&bih=697&tbm=isch&tbnid=JUZL6dWLbnXUUM:&imgrefurl=http://thornscompose.com/2010/01/15/christianity-and-religious-diversity-part-7-recommended-reading/&docid=Vdw7wED6sUierM&imgurl=http://thornscompose.files.wordpress.com/2010/01/smith-religions.jpg&w=333&h=500&ei=gMmTUejvFZC69gTeuIHIDg&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=656&vpy=83&dur=9979&hovh=275&hovw=183&tx=120&ty=154&page=1&tbnh=137&tbnw=91&start=0&ndsp=46&ved=1t:429,r:6,s:0,i:101
http://www.google.com/imgres?q=dharma+bums&safe=active&hl=en&biw=1600&bih=697&tbm=isch&tbnid=qP4mnKj--tvdRM:&imgrefurl=http://www.casualoptimist.com/blog/2010/07/05/jason-the-dharma-bums/&docid=ifkZCA-41JVK3M&imgurl=http://www.casualoptimist.com/wp-content/uploads/2010/07/jason-dharma-bums-02.jpg&w=682&h=1024&ei=g8qTUYaGKIv29gT8lYDYCQ&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=2&vpy=83&dur=687&hovh=275&hovw=183&tx=60&ty=133&page=1&tbnh=136&tbnw=91&start=0&ndsp=42&ved=1t:429,r:0,s:0,i:80

