
Invitation to World Literature: The Epic of Gilgamesh Video Guide 

1. The epic of Gilgamesh is the oldest masterpiece of world literature. 

______________________________ in its oldest form. Older than the Bible. 

2.:the oldest question basically that humans have always had, is what happens 

______________________________? 

Our Hero 

3.Gilgamesh was born a king, so he had all the advantages of a king and a 

certain divinity that hedged a king. // he was ___________ divine and 

_____________ human, so he's a kind of larger than life figure. 

4.And the gods decide to teach him a lesson. They send down a double, and 

this double is called __________________ 

. 

5.There is this fight that goes on for 40 days, 40 nights// they have tried each 

other in battle. Coming to a moment and realizing 

_________________________________________________________________. it's 

basically about him coming to terms with himself. 

 

Enkidu of the Apes 

6.Enkidu. He's the natural man like _____________________. He is innocent and 

he has to bite the apple through the divine harlot who seduces him. 

Fiction or Non-Fiction? 

7.:Gilgamesh was an historical figure. He was the king of an early city-state 

named __________________ in southern Mesopotamia. 



8.:Gilgamesh survives on a series of _______________________________. It looks 

sort of like terra cotta roofing tiles inscribed with this very teensy tiny script 

called cuneiform script, which means wedge-shaped. 

The Heart of the Story 

9. Gilgamesh and Enkidu go to a distant cedar forest to cut down trees and 

bring them home for use in building.And the keeper of the forest, 

___________________________, is ugly and, in a sense, evil. Gilgamesh and 

Enkidu make him captive and then they decide to kill him. His mother and the 

elders of the city and the gods are all against it. And he goes against all the 

good advice. 

10.The gods were angry and they decided that someone should pay, And the 

person that was chosen to pay was ___________________. 

11. When Gilgamesh realizes that his friend has died, the first question he asks 

is, is this my fate as well? And so he sets off on a journey to the edge of the 

world, to seek _______________________________________.......He doesn't want to 

die. He has heard that an ancestor of his, Utanapishtim and his wife, survived 

the great flood that destroyed the world centuries before. And he goes to seek 

out Utanapishtim. 

How it all ends 

12. Utnapishtim tells him how he can find a little plant that will give him 

immortality and rejuvenate him. But Gilgamesh fails because on his way home, 

a ____________________________ steals it. 

 


