
The World’s Religions “Islam” 

VI. Islam- “Background” 

1. How large was the Islamic Empire at one point? 

 

2. “Allah” means_________________________________. 
 

3. What is the origin story of the Muslims, according to the Koran? 
 
 “The Seal of the Prophets”  

4. What was the world like when Muhammad was born? 

 

5. What are jinn? What do we know them better as? [Google] 

 

6. Muhammad was born in _____________ A.D. 

 

7. Where did Muhammad go when needing solitude? 

 

8. What is a hanif? [Google] 

 

9. What is The Night of Power and what is its significance? 

 

10. Who was Muhammad’s first convert? 

 

11. There was a violent reaction to Muhammad’s message. Why? 

 

a. _________________________________________________________________ 

b.__________________________________________________________________ 

c.__________________________________________________________________ 

“The Standing Miracle” 

12. What does the word Koran mean? 

 

13. What are the dividing chapters called in the Koran? 

 

14. How did Muhammad receive the words of the Koran? 

 

15. The Koran is considered a continuation of what book? 



 

16. “Thus the power of the koranic revelation lies not only in the literal meaning of its words but also in 

the _________________________ in which this meaning incorporated, including its ______________. 

 

17. “In content too, it is like no other religious text… the Koran is directly________________ and indirectly 

____________________.” [emphasis mine] 

 

 “The Five Pillars”  

18. “If a Muslim were asked to summarize the way Islam counsels people to live, the answer might 
be:_______________________________________________________________________.” 
 

19. The First of the Five Pillars is the _______________________ known as the ___________________. 

 

20. The Second Pillar is the _______________________________ in which the Koran requires the Faithful 

to “be constant”. 

 

21. Why are the faithful required to be constant in prayer? 

 

22. How often is it prescribed to pray and when? 

 

23. What symbolism does the posture of prayer carry? 

 

24. The Third Pillar is______________________. 

 

25. The Fourth Pillar is _________________________________________________. 

 

26. What is the significance of Ramadan? 

 

27. What are the benefits ascribed to fasting? 

 

a. ____________________________________________________________ 

b. ____________________________________________________________ 

c. ____________________________________________________________ 

d. ____________________________________________________________ 

 

28. The Fifth Pillar is _______________________________. 

29. Why is the pilgrimage to Mecca a reminder of human equality? 

 

    

 



“Social Teachings”  

*Economics 

30. What actions does Islam prescribe for a healthy society? 

 

31.  “Islam does not object to the profit motive, ________________________________, or entrepreneurial 

ventures… it does not discourage people from working harder than their neighbors…nor…being 

rewarded with larger returns.” 

 

32. The Koran strictly outlawed the ancient practice of restricting the inheritance to the oldest son, called 

_____________________________. 

 

*The Status of Women 

 33 . List several of the ways that koranic reforms helped women: 

 

34. Extremes of the veiling of women are a matter of ______________________ and are not religiously 

binding. 

 

*Race Relations 

35. Islam stresses racial equality and it is noted that the Abraham married _____________________, a 

black woman whom Islam considers a second wife. 

*The Use of Force 

 36. Admittedly, the Koran does not counsel turning the other cheek, or _______________________. 

37.  According to prevailing interpretations of the Koran, the definition of a righteous war: 

“Sufism”  

38. What are the two division of Islam? 

39. The mystics of Islam are called ___________________________. 

40. Why did the Sufis branch out? What did they see that bothered them? 

 

It’s hard to do questions  on something as deep as Sufism. Make sure to look at: sufi love poetry,the second 

approach which is ecstatic, intuitive discernment, fana [look at what Smith says about this and look up nirvana 

and see how they are similar], and “The Tale of the Sands” 


