
Pop culture and Philosophy: One-Pager 

Forrest Gump taught us that “life was like a box of chocolates”. The Matrix made us question the 

nature of the reality around us. Keeping Up With the Kardashians…well, it hasn’t taught us anything. 

Or has it? 

There is philosophy aplenty in pop culture. From the Simpsons to Spongebob, from Breaking Bad to 

PeeWee’s Big Adventure, there are lessons and ideas that are bigger than the basic storyline. 

When we watched Kung Fu Panda, we looked for the concepts of Taoism. Now, I want you to take 

the show, movie, book, comic, whatever of your choice and explain what philosophy it follows [OR 

lessons that it teaches]. You do NOT have to know an exact name for whatever school of thought 

(though if you can name it, that’s even better) but you do need to give examples to illustrate your 

point. 

Extra awesome sample: In This is The End, we are presented with the idea of mortality, moral vs. 

immoral behavior, and the eternal debate of the afterlife… The vision of the afterlife, as imagined by 

our protagonists, consists of pristine white outfits, a near-hedonistic atmosphere, and Backstreet 

Boys performances. It may not jibe with the views of the major religions of the world, but reflects the 

world-view of the protagonists who like to party but are also fundamentally good people at their core. 

(Please note that this is not a complete response) 

Requirements: 

-One page, double spaced, 12 point font, Times New Roman or Arial 

-Must be uploaded to Turnitin.com. If you are new, or forgot, the code for my class is 9072446 and 

the password is regworldlit. 

-Absolute last moment you can turn in is 11:59pm, Wednesday  February 4. Late=5 pts/day out of 

25pts. 

-MUST be below 10% on the originality report. You may revise and resubmit if it does not fit this 

requirement. I will not grade anything that does not fit the requirement. 

-PLEASE when you submit, choose submit file option instead of cut and paste. 

-MLA heading: Student Name, Teacher Name, Class Name, Date. Check your spacing and make 

sure it isn’t double double spaced! 

 

 

 


