
Group Discussion / Group-write 

Step I:  Pre-Discussion Homework Index Cards 

For homework last night, you were to find at least one specific example from The Geography of Bliss that 
either supported or contradicted what you found yesterday regarding what tends to create happiness for us in 
the U.S.   Each member will fill out their index card as follows: 

Front of Index Card  Back of Index Card 
Your first and last name 

 

One example from last night’s homework 
 

(Cite with Author’s last name and CHAPTER, 
ex. Weiner, ch. 5) 

How did this example compare or contrast 
to your thoughts on personal happiness and 
/ or what researchers say about what 
contributes to happiness in the US in 
general? 

 

Step II:  Discussion:  The group discussion will be a synthesis of chapter summaries and connections between 
what Weiner found across the world and what we find to be true personally and / or in the United States. 

Process:  Each group member will be assigned a chapter 1-5.  Each member will briefly summarize what he 
learns discovers / ponders in that chapter.  (You may use your journals to help you if you have them.)  

1. Netherlands- “Happiness is a Number” 
2. Switzerland- “Happiness is Boredom” 
3. Bhutan- “Happiness is a Policy” 
4. Qatar- “Happiness is a Winning Lottery Ticket 
5. Iceland- “Happiness is Failure” 

After each chapter is summarized, any group members whose homework example came from that chapter 
will share what is on their index card with the group.  They will then give their index card to whomever 
summarized that chapter. 

TODAY you will do a pre-write. Gather your thoughts together and organize. If you do not have a Gmail 
account, please go home and create one tonight. You will need it throughout this class. Also please decide who 
is Group member #1. They will need to start the Google Doc for the next step when we get to the computer 
lab tomorrow. 

STOP HERE. The rest is tomorrow. 

 

 



Step III:  Collaborative Writing: 

a. Group member 1 in each group will create a blank Google document titled (Finding Happiness Group 
#  Class Period)-see instructions on post-it note.  For example, if you were group A in 2nd period you 
would title your document “Finding Happiness A2” You will then number 1-5 on the blank document.  
This will show other group members where to type their contribution.  Next, share the document with 
group members by having them enter their gmail addresses. 

 

b. All group members: 

Once the discussion is finished and the google doc is shared, each group member will write a paragraph that 
summarizes the group discussion related to your chapter.  Include your brief chapter summary and integrate 
any related examples given to you by your group members.  Cite each of those with their first and last name 
so I can give them credit.  You can do this in the form of a lead-in (George Brown commented that he 
agreed….) or a MLA style citation (George Brown). 

Any work not completed in class will need to be completed at home.  The editing / checking over of this paper 
is the corporate responsibility of the group.  That will be a shared score. 

Once the collaborative writing is in final form, group member # 1 will share it with me 
(theregpope@gmail.com) 

 

 

 

 

 


