
Multi-genre Research Project 

World Literature and Composition 

Ms. Register/Mrs. Watson 

 

Objectives 

 Research information about a world religion and its impact. 

 Cultivate and practice information literacy skills in finding, accessing, and 

evaluating information. 

 Design creative interpretations through multiple genres to represent key learning. 

 Incorporate elements of MLA style writing and documentation. 

 Compile all research into a single website that combines multi-genre and 

traditional areas of research. 

 Utilize resources such as Son of Citation Machine to create an MLA Works Cited 

page and parenthetical citations. 

 Demonstrate ability to embed images, hyperlinks, audio, and other items in order 

to create a multimedia experience. 

 

Requirements for Website Project 

 Main page (home page) with Dear Reader letter 

 Navigation bar with contents 

 Traditional researched essay (see requirements) 

 4 multi-genre elements or artifacts WITH paragraph length explanations 

 Self-reflection/Self-Assessment 

 Works Cited Page 

 

Link to model multi-genre project: https://sites.google.com/a/weberschool.org/jane-

austen/home 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://sites.google.com/a/weberschool.org/jane-austen/home
https://sites.google.com/a/weberschool.org/jane-austen/home


Traditional Research Essay Elements 

Your project must incorporate MLA style parenthetical references and an MLA style 

Works Cited page to document your information sources as well as any images/video 

you borrow (i.e. images that are not your own photographs or artwork). 

 

Requirements 

 A minimum of five paragraphs with an effective introduction, at least three 

body paragraphs, and a concluding paragraph. You may write more than 

three body paragraphs. 

 The essay must follow MLA documentation style. 

 All quoted information integrated within your own writing and 

parenthetically cited. 

 All paraphrased information derived from other sources parenthetically 

cited. 

 At least five credible resources (books, database articles, newspapers, 

magazines, credible websites) 

 Links to online sources used (see sample paper) 

Nice Extras 

 Images/video/audio that demonstrate your point. 

 Links to online sources for further reading. 

 Headings that describe different parts of essay. 

Please Donʼt 

 Use Wikipedia as a source. Definitely use it as a starting point and check 

out some of the resources they link to. 

 Use any other type of general reference such as an encyclopedia or 

dictionary as one of your sources. 

 Use websites that are not credible—you must evaluate information 

yourself in order to determine what is credible and what is not, which is a 

very important learning skill. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Multi-genre Artifact Ideas 

A genre is a type of expression. In addition to the traditional researched essay, you will also 

create artifacts in four other genres that express your learning about your topic. Suggestions 

include, but are not limited to, the following: 

 

Group 1: Journalism 

 Newspaper article 
 Obituary 
 Editorial 
 Letter to the Editor 
 Advice Column 
 Magazine Article 

Group 2: Visual with words 

 Ad 
 Cartoon 
 Trading Cards 
 Wanted Poster 

Group 3: Visual Display 

 Artwork 
 Glogster (collage) 
  

Group 4: Informational 

 Interview (like Rolling 
Stone or People) 

 Trivia Game 
 Timeline 
 How-to or tutorial 
 Interactive quiz or poll 
 Playlist (don’t post 

copyrighted music) 

Group 5: Creative Writing 

 Play or sketch 
 Song 
 Poem 
 Short Story 
 Diary entry 
 Letter 
 Found poem 
 Verbal collage (Wordle 

or Tagxedo) 

Group 6: Digital and Web 

2.0 

 Photo Story 
 Video 
 Podcast/Audio 
 Animoto 
 VoiceThread 

 

This is your opportunity to think outside the box. If you have an idea for a genre you donʼt see here, ask me about it—itʼs 
probably fine. Check out my own sample project for ideas. The important thing is that you need to think about which genre 
could best express something you learned because you will need to explain why you chose that genre and what you were 
hoping to show, express, or convey through that genre. I would suggest that your four artifacts come from four 
different groups above. Itʼs always a good idea to make your project as diverse and interesting as possible. 

 

 

Remember to save and save often as you work. You do not have to have your 

page finished to save your work. 

 

 

Multi-Genre Research Project: World Religion/Culture Topics 

 

There are times that I wish this was a college course and I could go in depth on each culture and religion as I 

find them immensely interesting. But, alas, we cannot. I will have to just let you explore one that interests you 

and hope that it piques your interest to explore the world on your own. 

 

Some initial investigation on your part is essential.  I have listed below ideas for your preliminary research.  

After locating a topic that is of particular interest to you, your next step is to narrow your topic toward a specific 

thesis.  Be sure that your thesis identifies a point that you will then prove.  Any statement of fact is not a thesis.  

For clarification, consult Purdue University’s Online Writing Lab:   

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/handouts/general/gl_thesis.html 

 

Ancient religions 

Greco-Roman, Stonehenge, Norse, Celtic, Egyptian, Zoroastrianism, Pyramid texts, Book of the Dead, Druids, Aztec-

Inca, Aboriginal, Native American, African 

 

 

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/handouts/general/gl_thesis.html


Judaism 

From tribe to nation, Shabbat, Holocaust, Diaspora, Ark of the Covenent, Tanakh, Kabbala, Prophets, Seder, Talmud, Ten 

Commandments, Torah, Mishna, Pentateuch 

 

Hinduism 

Brahman, dharma, reincarnation, samsara, moksha, yoga, Upanishads, varnas, Bhagavad-Gita, Mahabharata, 

Ramayana, influence on Beat/hippie culture, OM, raga music 

 

Christianity 

Translations, Catholicism, Orthodox, Medieval Christianity, Mysticism, Jesus, Apostles, Crusades 

 

Buddhism 

Buddhist monasteries, Four Noble Paths, Eightfold Path, Tibet/China, influence on Beat/hippie culture, Prince Siddhartha, 

chanting, meditation, Zen Buddhism 

 

Islam 

Mohammed, Allah, Mecca, Koran, Medina, Sufi poetry, Sunni vs. Shiite, Ramadan, the Hadith, Five Pillars, Songs of Kabir 

 

Other Asian religion/secular writings 

Lao-Tzu, Taoism, ancestor worship, The Art of War, I Ching, Yin and Yang, Confucius, The Hundred Schools of Thought, 

Shintoism 

 

IF YOU DON’T SEE SOMETHING YOU ARE INTERESTED IN, JUST ASK! 

 

Multi-genre Research Project: Guidelines for “Dear Reader” Letter 

 

Your “Dear Reader” letter will be one of the last activities you will complete, 
though it will appear on your main or first page on your Google Site. 
 
This letter is a guideline for your reader. It will provide your reader with some idea 
as to how to read the site and what information they ought to know before they 
read. 
 
This letter will also discuss your journey with the assignment and the challenges 
faced and important learning that took place. 
 
Your letter should be written in a personal letter form with a salutation addressed 
to “Dear Reader.” 
 
Tip: If you are struggling with what to write, partner with someone and give 
him/her the highlights of the information you are supplying and the attitude or 
tone you are striving to establish. Have your partner say back what they 
understood and ask questions that naturally arise in his/her mind. From his/her 
response, write a letter to the reader filling in the blanks your partner pointed out 
or answering his/her questions. Use this as a rough draft for your letter, revisiting 
it and revising it as needed. 
 
Your letter should be multiple paragraphs—a minimum of six. My advice is to 
write a paragraph in answer to each of the questions below: 

 Why did I choose this topic and why is it important to me? 
 What did I know about the topic before my research began? 
 What were my research questions? 



 What resources did I use to find my information? 
  What did I learn about this topic through my research? 
  How does my research make a difference to me? To others? 

 
Finally, include a closing. Example: 
 
Sincerely, 
Ima Student 

 

Multi-Genre Research Project : Writing a Self-Reflection/Self-Assessment 

 

One of the last pieces you will write for your multi-genre research project is a self-reflection or self-
assessment. A self-reflection or self-assessment is simply an opportunity to explain how you feel 
about your work. 
 
When you write your self-reflection or self-assessment, you might find the following tips helpful: 
 

 In examining the rubric, how well do you feel you have satisfied the requirements? 
 Going beyond the rubric, what are you particularly proud of or pleased with? 
 What was challenging or frustrating about the project? 
 How well did you use computer lab or media center time? 
 What about work outside of class? How much did you do? Discuss. 
 What was surprising/interesting about your topic? 
 What was your best source of information? 
 How is this research project different from traditional academic papers that you have done before? 

 

 

 

PLEASE DETACH THE BOTTOM PORTION AND TURN IN BY 11/6 

 

 

I understand that my completed research project is due by Friday, November 20, 2015. I 

understand that I need to use my media center and computer lab time wisely and ask for 

help when I need it. I understand that I may need to work on this project outside of class 

time. I understand that all work should be my own. I understand that I must meet all 

project requirements in order to achieve a successful learning experience and 

satisfactory evaluation on this project which goes under the 35% weight category. 

Student Name PRINT____________________________________________________ 

Student Signature_______________________________________________________ 

Parent Signature________________________________________________________ 

Date_________________________________________________________________ 

 

 


