
AP Lang 12   2015-2016 
Your Teacher: Ms. Sara Register 
Blog: http://regworldlit.wordpress.com  Room: 301 

Email address: sara.register@cobbk12.org “Office Hours”: generally before school (7:45) or just after 

Welcome to AP Lang, 12th grade edition! 
Before I get into the serious stuff, can I please tell you that I love this class? It really works like a freshman college 

course and so we are not bound to any particular works or topics. This is fantastic because I am a nerd about a 

great many things. You are as likely to be reading an essay on astronomy or hiking as you are an older essay by 

a gentleman farmer.  We do some fun activities and projects. I took yet another AP Summer Workshop to make 

myself a better teacher of this course and I’m feeling confident that this year will be even better than the last! 

Serious Overview of This Class 
The chief function of the AP English Language and Composition course is to offer a broad writing experience to students 

wanting to further sharpen their analytical and rhetorical skills.  The special focus of the course is upon argumentation and 

the analysis of arguments. 

AP English Language and Composition students ideally have very good to excellent reading and writing skills.  Although 

instructors emphasize that this is not a remedial writing course, all students who value good writing and wish to improve are 

welcomed.  Students who are successful in the course will improve their ability to think abstractly, interpret, and read 

beyond mere plot summary. 

The organizing principles of the course require students to 

 examine the nature and history of the English essay  

 read broadly among a variety of authors, rhetorical purposes, and eras 

 engage in a significant study of writing as an art 

 learn to employ the fundamentals of sound argumentation 

AP English Language and Composition students write frequently.  The grading of essays sometimes focuses on specific skills 

such as a point of grammar, use of a variety of sentence patterns, organization, and/or appropriate tone and diction.  

However, grading always takes into account the content of the student’s essay, and therefore writing is graded holistically.  

Often at the beginning of the year students receive the scoring guidelines for essays in advance.  As the year progresses, 

they are expected to know the criteria for good writing and will see scoring guidelines and get other feedback when the 

papers are returned.  

As research has shown, students also learn to write by reading and analyzing model examples.  Good readers are good 

writers; therefore, instructors assess reading comprehension in a variety of ways, including AP-style multiple choice questions, 

tests and essays on the novels and other readings, and the prompts for in-class essays.  

Students typically engage in a variety of assignments and activities in class: 

 class discussion 

 debates  

 note-taking 
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 small group and independent work 

 impromptu writings 

 

 Out of class assignments include:  

 essay drafting, revision, and editing 

 required readings 

 journal writing and other informal writing assignments 

 assignments requiring rhetorical analysis   

We will study literary works in their rhetorical aspects.  Although some fiction, drama, and poetry may be part of the 

curriculum, the course’s emphasis is on nonfiction.  The nature of class discussion and assignments differ, perhaps 

significantly, from those typically encountered in a literature-based course. 

A major objective of the course is to prepare for the Advanced Placement Exam, which will be given in May. Students will 

practice both test procedure and subject matter.   

2016 AP Lang Exam: 7:30 AM Wednesday May 11, 2016 *Please see important dates on calendar & under resources page* 

Grading Policies: 

Essay assignments will be graded according to the AP Scoring Rubric which we will go over in detail soon. You will be given 

these parameters in advance for most of the year. The AP numerical score system goes from 9 [a unicorn of a score] to 1. 

These will be translated on a 100 point scale for Cobb County grading purposes. 

As far as the class percentages go: 

35% Writing (Essays, Timed Writings, Journals, etc.) 

35% Reading, Listening, Speaking (Book Tests, Presentations, Practice MC, etc.) 

10% Vocabulary (self-explanatory) 

20% Final Exam 

Final Exam 

The final exam will be a previously administered A.P. Language test. (~55 multiple-choice questions, two 40-minute essays, 

and one 55 minute synthesis essay). 

 

Class Procedures and Policies: 

 Tardies:  Tardiness to class is disruptive.  On the rare occasion that tardiness is legitimate and unavoidable, please 

quietly put your note on my desk and enter quietly.  The rest of the class should not even notice your arrival.  

Chronic tardiness will result in disciplinary action. If this is your first period class, go sign in at PPO. You know the rules. 

 Absences and make-up work: It is assumed that Advanced Placement students place the highest value on 

academics and therefore have excellent attendance records.  Papers that are assigned in advance must be 

turned in at or before the beginning of class on the due date.  

 School-related activities (pep rallies, field trips, etc.) are not absences and therefore you are required to meet the 

paper deadline like anyone else who is in school. (You can turn it in the day before, send it with a friend, email a 

copy with the hard copy brought to class the next day, etc.)  



 A late assignment is penalized 10 points per day including weekends.   If you present a note from a 

parent/guardian (within two days) that your absence was legitimate, there will be no penalty, provided the 

assignment is turned in within the two days per absence. Otherwise, the –10 points per day will apply.  In case of 

prolonged illness or genuine emergency verified by a responsible adult, we will make arrangements on an 

individual basis.  If you know of an upcoming absence (family travel, doctor’s appointment, or other scheduled 

event), you must make arrangements for all assignments in advance. Assignments given while you are out must be 

made up. Check the blog! And see me about what to do if needed. 

 About computer breakdowns:  If you have a printing problem, computer crash, or other technological disaster, you 

must still turn in the assignment on time.  You may bring a disc or flash drive to the Media Center and print here, 

handwrite the final draft, appeal to friends, etc.  Notes from parents/guardians will not excuse lateness due to 

computer goblins. Please remember that this is a college course and this is the same policy that was in place for 

every professor I ever had. In this age of miracles and wonders, there is always a way. 

Student Conduct 
 

Again, this is a college course. You will be expected to conduct yourself in a manner befitting this. Regular, garden-variety 

maturity is to be expected. Oh, don’t worry. There will be shenanigans at times. But they won’t keep us from our goals! But I 

want to impress on you that I expect social maturity as well. We will at times be delving into controversial topics. You will 

need an open-mind. Your beliefs may be challenged during a reading or discussion. We will learn to think critically in here 

but I want to stress that this is a SAFE SPACE to explore the world and the ideas it contains. If you want to engage in critical 

discussion, by all means do so, but it must be with RESPECT. We are going to have 26 ways of looking at the world in here. Or 

more. We’ll see how class sizes go. We all bring important contributions to the table. We will not belittle. We will not engage 

in what I call Facebook commentary. Learn the phrase “I would like to respectfully disagree with….”. Also it goes without 

saying that you can handle college level readings which may include more adult level situations. Please know that I have 

carefully screened and considered each work and weighed the literary merits over any scenes which I think may raise some 

eyebrows. Literature and writing reflect the real world. 

Texts 
 

Summer Reading 

The Best American Essays 2014 edited by John Sullivan 

The Geeks Shall Inherit the Earth by Alexandra Robbins 

 

Fall Semester texts 

Othello by William Shakespeare 

In Cold Blood by Truman Capote 

Thank You for Arguing by Jay Heinrichs 

 

In addition there will be a veritable plethora or articles, 

essays, and various other texts, including visual texts that 

we will be utilizing. 

Spring Semester Texts 

Thank You for Arguing by Jay Heinrichs 

The Best American Essays 2014 edited by John Sullivan 

 

Choose one: 

Wild by Cheryl Strayed 

 

A Walk in the Woods: Rediscovering America on the 

Appalachian Trail  by Bill Bryson 

 

Choose one: 

The Omnivore’s Dilemma: A Natural History of Four Meals 

by Michael Pollan 

 

Nickle and Dimed: On (Not) Getting By in America by 

Barbara Ehrenreich 

 

Columbine by Dave Cullen 

 

I look forward to spending this year with you in Senior AP Lang! 

     -Ms. Sara Register 


