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On the Rez by Ian Frazier 
 

Chapters 1-5 
 

Please consider the following topics as you read. It isn’t a 

requirement that you know it all inside and out but make sure 

you have an understanding so that you can contribute to the 

conversation. It is essential that you complete your reading on 

time so that we can have productive class meetings. If I feel 

that this is slipping, we may go back to reading quizzes. 

 

Topics in order: 

1. Take note of some of the historical bits you learn in the intro. 

2. What is the irony of white interest in the “Great Circle of Being”? 

3. Have a general understanding of how the Sioux are organized 

(11). 

4. What is the connection between Crazy Horse and the American 

Indian Movement (AIM)? 

5. What is the Native idea of a hero? Who are some that he 

mentions? 

6. Characterize Le War Lance. 

7. How have Natives been involved in the entertainment industry? 

8. What is the connection between General Sherman and Pine 

Ridge Reservation? 

9. What is the significance of Big Bat’s Convenience Store? 

10. Significance of sun dance/white guys dancing. 

11. Who is Leonard Peltier? 

12. Be able to talk generally about Wounded Knee, both 1890 and 

1973. 

13. What is a Ghost Dance and why is it significant historically? 

Upcoming Dates 

January 13 

Read chapters 1-5 

January 17 

1-5 vocab due; print your 

percentage or show me on 

phone that day 

January 23 

Read chapters 6-8 

 

Important  

Yes, we have a fairly 

aggressive reading schedule.  

Keep up with it. 

 

That is all. 
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14. What were some of the internal conflicts of Wounded Knee 

’73? 

15. Geographically and otherwise, what are the characteristics of 

many reservations? 

16. What were the many impacts of the Iroquois Confederacy? 

17. Why is the Navajo reservation so different from many others? 

18. What is the role of casinos? How do they work within the state 

they reside in? 

19. Why do you think that Native Americans have a huge 

representation in the US Army despite the history they have with 

them in the past? 

 

Resources 

I will be posting these on a separate resources page on the blog. If 

you come across any terms, historical names/events etc when you 

read, PLEASE take a second to at least give it a quick 

Google/Wikipedia search. 

KILI Radio (Pine Ridge, SD). You can stream their radio station from 

anywhere!   http://www.kiliradio.org/ 

National Geographic article: 

http://ngm.nationalgeographic.com/2012/08/pine-ridge/fuller-text 

More  to come! 

 

Le War Lance at Stronghold 

Table, site of the last Ghost 

Dance before Wounded Knee 

(1890). Stronghold is in the part 

of Badlands National Park that 

lies within Pine Ridge 

Reservation. 

 

 

http://www.kiliradio.org/
http://ngm.nationalgeographic.com/2012/08/pine-ridge/fuller-text

