
Mesopotamian Web Quest  
 

NAME IN CUNEIFORM: [what you don’t know cuneiform? Go to 

https://www.penn.museum/cgi/cuneiform.php and put your initials here]:  

 

Go to the British Museum’s web site on Mesopotamia at 

http://www.mesopotamia.co.uk/menu.html. Explore the different aspects of this site. 

 

For the first part of your quest navigate from the home page to the geography section, or 

go to http://www.mesopotamia.co.uk/geography/home_set.html. Then click "Story." 

 

1. According to the story of Gilgamesh on this web site, why is cedar wood so  

important?  

 

2. How long, according to this version, did it take Gilgamesh and Enkidu to reach the 

cedar forest?   

 

3. Which God helped Gilgamesh and Enkidu defeat Humbaba in this version? How?  

 

4. In the explore part of this section look at the Babylon World Map; how is this 

different from our modern idea of a map?  

 

For the next series of questions navigate from the home page to the writing section, or go 

to  http://www.mesopotamia.co.uk/writing/home_set.html. 

 

5. Describe what pictographs were and what information they were originally meant to  

convey.  

 

6. Read the story about the cuneiform. Illustrate how the sign for barley changed as 

cuneiform evolved after reading this story.  

 

 

 

7. Explore the world of the scribe and describe one of the tools which was used to record  

information.   

 

 

For the next series of questions you will need to explore the Gods, Goddesses, Demons 

and Monsters page from the main site, or go to http://www.mesopotamia.co.uk/gods/home_set.html. 

 

8. Describe how demons were created and what they looked like.  

 

 

9. According to the story in this section, how were humans created? Why? 

 

For the next series of question navigate from the home page to the section on time, or go to 

http://www.mesopotamia.co.uk/time/index.html 

 

10. Who according to the story in this section is referred to as the ‘father of cuneiform’? 
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11. According to the timeline in the explore part of this section, when did legendary kings 

like Gilgamesh live?   

 

12. To complete the chart below return to the Gods, Goddesses, Demons and Monsters page by going to 

http://www.mesopotamia.co.uk/gods/explore/exp_set.html. Read about the various Gods, Goddesses, 

Demons & Monsters. Write in the names of the missing gods, goddesses, and monsters. 

 
Name God of . . .  Symbol and or Power  
Adad Storms and weather Lightning fork/storm forces of 

nature 

 
Anunnaki Anu’s sons; gods of the 

underworld 

  

 Sky or heavens /Supreme ruler of 

gods 

Horned cap--- controls shooting 

stars, called 'kishru'. Anu is also in 

charge of the Bull of Heaven who 

can be sent to earth to avenge the 

gods 
 

Aruru Creation; Sumerian earth and 

fertility goddess 

  

 Wisdom; farming; building; magic; 

arts and crafts 

Goat-fish and a scepter with a 

ram’s headone of the creators of 

humans 

 
 Earth, wind, air, and agriculture 

Ellil guards the 'tablets of destiny'. 

These are cuneiform tablets on 

which he writes the fate of 

everything on earth. 

So powerful, other gods cannot 

even look at him; father of many 

other important Mesopotamian 

gods and goddesses. 
 

Irkalla (Ereshkigal) Queen of underworld   
 Love and war; patron goddess of 

the city of Uruk 
woman standing on a lion, 
generally holding several 
weapons. 

 
Namtar Evil fate   
Ninurta War, wells and irrigation shown holding a bow and arrow 

and a sickle sword. 

 
Samuqan cattle   
 Sun, truth, and justice Disc with sun rays; Knife with 

jagged edge; can see everything 

 
Siduri wine   
 a monster in the Epic of Gilgamesh 

who guards the cedar forest in the 

Lebanon mountains 

giant human and is sometimes 

shown with lion's claws, long hair, 

and a monstrous, hairy face. 
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