
Viewing Guide 
Invitation to World Literature:  Things Fall Apart 

Terms to know: 
Umuofia  Okonkwo (main character) 
Chinua Achebe Unuoka (Okonkwo’s father) 
Igbo   Ikemefuna (adopted son) 
 
 
1. The novel Things Fall Apart is “probably the most important novel ever to have emerged from ______________. 
 
Things Fall Apart 
 
2. Things Fall Apart came out in ________________. 
 
3. “The publication of Things Fall Apart was kind of a _____________________ moment in African Literature …” 
 
4. “… and Achebe has been called the _____________________________________________________________ 
 because he … opened the door for Africans to reclaim their past…” 
 
In Our Own Way 
 
5. “Reading Things Fall Apart … you’re offered African not as slaves … they’re not enslaved, they’re not formerly 
 enslaved, they’re not born slaves, there isn’t that conversation at all.  The first thing is that you’re offered 
 
 people who are ___________________________________.” 
 
6. “It takes place among the Igbo people of ________________________________________________________.” 
 
Umuofia 
 
7. “The action of the novel takes place basically at the beginning of the _________________________________, 
 end of the 19th.” 
 
8. “It’s a book that explores what happened when _________________________________________, first in the 
 form of political power, but also in the form of the church arrives.” 
 
9. “In this book things just don’t fall apart … [they] have fallen apart and been swept away with the arrival of white   
  
 _________________________________________________________ …” 
 
10. “For Achebe … in many ways he was recording his ________________________________________________.” 
 
11. “Before Achebe’s novel appeared, most Europeans and Americans knew of Africa only as the  
 
 ___________________________________________________.” 
 
12. “A particular target of Achebe’s own distress at the portray of Africa is Joseph Conrad’s famous novella,  
 
 ___________________________________________________________. 
 
The Igbo 
 



13. “The Igbo are a particularly intriguing group in ____________________________________________ because 
 they live in non-centralized communities.” 
 
14. “Achebe’s African village is a place of ______________________, a place of music, a place of ordinary life.” 
 
Okonkwo 
 
15. “Early in the novel, we’re being introduced to this main character _________________________________.” 
 
16. We meet Okonkwo, and Okonkwo beats his rival in a _______________________________________ which is 
 described as the most memorable in history or at least as long as people can remember. 
 
17. His whole life’s mission is to be the most important man in his clan … He grows the most _________________ 
 in his village, he is a fabled wrestler. 
 
Son of a Failure 
 
18. “His [Okonkwo’s] father was a drunkard.  He was considered weak.  He was without ______________________. 
 He had no title.  He had no yams …” 
 
19. “Okonkwo is like Tony Soprano; they’re both ruled by their _________________________________; they’re 
 violent, they do things that we find despicable.” 
 
Achebe 
 
20. “Achebe was born in ____________________ at the kind of high watermark of British Imperian involvement in 
 Africa.” 
 
21. “… he was actually baptized ______________________________ in honor of the Prince of Wales.” 
 
22. “… it wasn’t until he got to university that he felt like a ________________________ was really coming out of 
 the author’s cultural ignorance. 
 
23. “Achebe wanted to learn about his own past through his own people.  He wanted to reflect the stories of his  
 
 people, without a ______________________________________________________________. 
 
My Father, they’ve killed me! 
 
24. “The tensions of traditional life come to a head about a third of the way through the book when  
 
 ____________________________  spreads in the village and an oracle decrees that someone is at fault and 
 must be sacrificed.”  
 
25. “The choice falls upon a character named Ikemefuna, who is an ____________________________within 
 Okonkwo’s own family. 
 
26. “… he is the character through whom we … learn that … Okonkwo has the capacity for  
 
 ___________________________________ and ____________________________. 
 
27. “Okonkwo having to prove that he’s a man … is the person who actually takes Ikemefuna’s ________________.” 
 



Exile to Mother’s Land 
 
28. “In one shocking scene Okonkwo accidentally kills someone just _____________________________________ 
 
 in celebration at a feast. And he’s exiled for ________________________________. 
 
29. “[Okonkwo] is received well … They give him some land.  He starts over again.  But … you can’t actually make it  
 to the top in the next village over, only in your own village.  And Okonkwo can’t handle this fact.  He needs 
 
 to be _____________________________________________________. 
 
30. “For someone like that to be exiled, it’s almost worse than ______________________________________.” 
 
The Intrusion 
 
31. “Nigeria is an invention of the _________________________________________.” 
 
32. “… for rather longer … Christian missions from Europe had been coming in … they were predominantly 
 
 ________________________________ missions.” 
 
33. “When Okonkwo returns to his own village … he sees that people are being indoctrinated into the mores of  
 
 _________________________________________.” 
 
34. “’My ancestors would never have gone _________________________ miles in order to persuade somebody 
 that they were wrong about the gods.’” 
 
35. “For one thing, they lived in places where there were ______________________ gods.” 
 
36. “This is not a novel about the ________________________ of Christianity.  It’s a novel about the  
  
 _____________________________________ of that situation.” 
 
37. “Clearly in Igbo Land, when Christianity arrives, it improves the situation of ____________________________.    
 
 It improves the situation of ___________________________________.  And these are all things that obviously 
 Achebe values. 
 
38. “Part of the tragic progression of the novel that we see is that it’s not that the Europeans come in full force with 
 shock and awe.  It’s a little bit by little bit insinuating now this, now that, a little more a little more until it’s too  
 
 late to _________________________________________________.” 
 
Writing for the Future 
 
39. “The novel appears just before ____________________________________ independence and just about the  
 
 time of the first of the British independences … Ghana get independence in __________________________. 
 
40. “I think he [Achebe] was preparing the way for these people who had been under colonial rule to now run the  
 
 ____________________________________ system, run the military system, run the educational system …” 



 
41. “… trying give people a richly textured picture of what happened … a complicated picture in which mistakes are  
 
 made on ______________________________________.” 
 
Things Fall Apart Takes on the World 
 
42. “Here was a literary masterpiece written by a black, African citizen, in the colonial language … Achebe was very 
 clear that the advantage of English was both that it could be read by people around Nigeria … and that it was  
 
 an ___________________________________________________________ …” 
 
43. “Within a few years after its publication in 1958, the novel became known in the United States in the ‘60s at the   
 
 time of the rising of the _______________________________________________________ …” 
 
44. “It’s the same time that we’re going through our struggles in _______________________________________ 
 
 and Selma and Montgomery and Jackson.” 
 
45. “Nobody now goes to _________________________________________ in almost any part of the world without 
 encountering Things Fall Apart.” 
 
The Legacy 
 
46. “_______________________________ is  a common thread between all of us, and once we understand that, 
 the world will be a better place.” 
 
47. “In 2008 there was a _____________________ anniversary celebration for Things Fall Apart …” 
 
The Change Was Too Much For Him 
 
48. Okonkwo spent most of his life trying to recuperate and celebrate _________________________________.” 
 
49. “Slowly, calmly, inexorably, the book moves towards _____________________________________ with 
 Devastating effect on Okonkwo.   
 
50. “The people who triumph are not necessarily the good people.  It’s those people who are able to  
 
 ___________________________ to the_______ __________________________________________________.”  
  
 
 
 

 


