
Review for Test: 
Things Fall Apart 

 
Be able to identify each of the following characters; understand the 
importance of the character to the work as a whole. 
 
Okonkwo  Ikemefuna  Chielo    Ezeudu  Mr. Smith  
Unoka   Obierika  Ezinma   Obierika  Ani 
Nwoye  Ekwefi   Uchendu   Mr. Brown  Agbala 
 
Be able to explain the significance of these items / places. 
 
Wrestling contest obi   Week of Peace  iyi-uwa  foo-foo 
The Ibo  Evil Forest  Feast of the New Yam kola nut  iron horse 
Mbaino  seed yams  egwugwu   palm wine  ozo 
Umuofia  chi   ogbanje   cowries 
 
Be able to explain the following: 
 
Ibo marriage customs 
Ibo description of European men 
The Egwugwu ceremony 
“talking drums” 
 
Be able to explain your answers to the following: 
 

 Describe Okonkwo’s father. 
 

 Why did Okonkwo not respect his own father? 
 

 What crop/crops are the Ibo dependent upon? 
 

 Describe the traditions behind the Week of Peace. 
 

 How did Okonkwo gain his reputation as a young man in his village? 
 

 Describe the Ibo god/gods. 
 

 Describe a man’s chi. 
 

 What are signs of wealth in Okonkwo’s village? 
 

 What emotion does Okonkwo show most freely? 
 

 How does Okonkwo demonstrate affection for his family? 
 

 How are newborn twins treated in Okonkwo’s village? 
 

 Who are the egwugwu in real life?  Who are they pretending to be? 
 



 What role do drumming and dancing play in the wrestling contest? 
 

 With which custom of the clan does Obierika disagree? 
 

 What is a bride price? 
 

 Why does the first Ibo woman decide to join the white church? 
 

 Why do the Ibo not kill the white missionaries? 
 

 What objections does Mr. Brown have to the Ibo religion? 
 

 Why does Okonkwo commit suicide? 
 

 Why can this story be called a tragedy? 
 

 What is Okonkwo’s tragic flaw? 
 

 What is the theme of this novel? 
 

 Where does the title of the novel come from? 
 
More questions to consider: 
 

 Why is Okonkwo ashamed of his father? 

 How does Ikemefuna feel about being in Umuofia? 

 Describe the obstacles Okonkwo faces as a young man. 

 How does Ikemefuna become like a member of Okonkwo’s family? 

 What is the importance of the New Yam Festival? 

 What memories and feelings does the wrestling match bring up for Okonkwo and Ekwefi? 

 What parts do drumming and dancing play in the wrestling contest? 

 How do the people of Umuofia feel about the annual wrestling contest and the champion 

wrestlers? 

 Why does Okonkwo want Nwoye to become tougher? 

 Why does Ezuedu tell Okonkwo not to participate in the killing of Ikemefuna? 

 Why does Okonkwo disobey? 

 Why is Ekwefi’s third child not given a proper burial? 

 How do Okonkwo and Ekwefi show their love for Ezinma? 

 Why don’t Okonkwo and Ekwefi follow Chielo and Ezinma into the cave? 

 Why does Okonkwo shiver when he remembers the last time Ezuedu visited him? 

 How do the events in Chapter 13 serve as a turning point in Okonkwo’s life? 

 How does Okonkwo deal with this setback? 



 How does Okonkwo’s attitude toward life change after he is banished from Umuofia? 

 What does Obierika’s visit mean to Okonkwo and his family? 

 Why do the people of Abame kill the man who rides the iron horse (the bicycle)? 

 Which Ibo ideas and traditions are changed or challenged by the arrival of the missionaries? 

 Why is Nwoye willing to give up his old religion and accept the new one? 

 Why do the elders of Mbanta give the missionaries land in the Evil Forest? 

 Why does Okonkwo advise the people of Mbanta to attack the Christians? 

 Why is it dangerous for the Ibo to let their kinship bonds be weakened? 

 How does Okonkwo plan to make up for his loss of status in Umuofia? 

 Why is Okonkwo’s return barely noticed? 

 Why do the people of Umuofia react as they do to the unmasking of the Egwugwu? 

 Why do the Egwugwu decide NOT to harm Mr. Smith or Enoch? 

 How do the actions of the District Commissioner go against Ibo rules and traditions? 

 Why does Okonkwo hang himself? 

 How is Okonkwo’s death similar to his father’s? 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 


